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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 3109 

PRETORIA ALSO FOR AMBASSADOR LOW 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEVRHUSUK 

SUB J : RHODESIA: NKOMO CLAIMS ZAPU SHOT DOWN RHODESIAN PLANE 
AND DENIES IT KILLED SURVIVORS 

1 . NKOMO TOLD THE PRESS SEPTEMBER 5 THAT ZAPU FORCES HAD SHOT 
DOWN THE AIR RHODESIA VISCOUNT FLYING TO KARIBA. THIS WAS DONE 
BECAUSE VISCOUNTS FLYING THE KARIBA ROUTE, WHILE OSTENSIBLY 
CARRYING CIVILIANS, "WERE BEING USED FOR FERRYING TROOPS AND 
MILITARY SUPPLIES." ZAPU IS NOT INTERESTED IN KILLING CIVILIANS, 

BUT WHEN PLANES ARE USED OVER A WAR ZONE "HOW CAN PEOPLE ON 
THE GROUND DISTINGUISH AIRPLANES ON CIVILIAN OR MILITARY 
MISSIONS?" NKOMO DENIED THAT SURVIVORS HAD BEEN KILLED BY 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS. IN ADVANCING DENIAL, HE USED CONVOLUTED 
ARGUMENTATION. IF FREEDOM FIGHTERS HAD TAKEN A HAND IN THE 
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KILLINGS, NONE COULD HAVE ESCAPED. SINCE SOME ESCAPED, 

FREEDOM FIGHTERS WERE NOT INVOLVED. NKOMO NOTED THAT DEATHS OF 
THOSE IN THE VISCOUNT CRASH HAS TRIGGERED A MASSIVE OUTCRY IN THE 
WEST. HE CONTRASTEDD THIS WITH THE SILENCE IN THE WEST OVER THE 
DAILY KILLING OF THIRTY BLACK RHODESIANS BY RHODESIAN SECURITY 
FORCES. 
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2. COMMENT: NKOMO'S DENIAL THAT ZAPU DID NOT SHOOT SURVIVORS 
IS UNCONVINCINGLY PUT. IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE SMITH-NKOMO 
MEETING AND THE BLOW UP AT THE FRONTLINE SUMMIT THIS WEEKEND, 

THIS UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT COULD TRIGGER RETALIATION FROM 
RHODESIA. THIS IS TRUE ESPECIALLY SINCE NKOMO IS TAKING CREDIT 
FOR HIS FORCES SHOOTING DOWN THE VISCOUNT. 

CLINGERMAN 
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